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THE  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1925 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1925. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  648  the  Report  is  in  the  nature  of  a Survey  Report  in 
which  it  is  my  endeavour  to  indicate  the  progress  made  in  the 
various  branches  of  the  Public  Health  Service  during  the  past  five 
years. 

The  Report  has  been  drawn  up  in  the  form  indicated  by  the 
Ministry. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  of  the  District  in  acres  is  39,559. 

Population  (1921  Census),  16,370. 

Population  (estimated  for  1925),  16,  280. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE 

AREA 

Very  undulating,  ’ well  wooded  and  watered.  Geological 
formation  much  varied  and  broken  up  with  numerous  fissures  (or 
faults)  in  the  rock.  The  whole  district  rests  on  rocks  of  the 
Carboniferous  period  overlaid  by  secondary  strata.  There  are 
large  areas  of  limestone  beds,  which  are  very  pervious  to  water, 
much  broken  up  and  disturbed.  Above  this  limestone  and  millstone 
grit  are  the  coal  measures  which  extend  through  almost  the  whole 
district. 
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New  red  marl  covers  a considerable  portion  of  the  north-west 
and  at  its  junction  with  the  coal  much  water  is  apt  to  be  met  with 
in  sinking  of  pits. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921),  3,693. 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921),  3,789. 

Rateable  Value  and  Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  106,425  and 

£435  respectively. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  CHIEF  OCCUPATIONS  OF 

INHABITANTS 

Coal  mining  is  the  chief  occupation  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  district,  whilst  in  the  remaining  portion  of  the  district  the 
population  is  engaged  mainly  in  Agriculture. 

Dairy  farming  is  the  most  important  branch  of  agriculture  and 
is  on  the  increase,  whilst  owing  to  the  economic  conditions  more 
and  more  plough  land  is  being  laid  down  to  pasture.  In  my 
opinion  this  is  a regrettable  necessity  as  it  inevitably  leads  to  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  persons  employed  on  the  farms. 

Cheese  and  butter  are  made  in  large  quantities  and  the  quality 
of  both  is  excellent. 

Milk  Production  is  carried  on  in  a large  way  and  the  quality  is 
good.  At  a recent  meeting  of  the  local  branch  of  the  Farmers’ 
Union  it  was  stated  that  modern  methods  coupled  with  the  practice* 
of  milk  recording  have  done  much  to  increase  the  yield  of  milk, 
per  cow. 

Large  quantities  of  milk  are  sent  away  daily  to  the  large  towns- 
such  as  Bristol  and  London.  There  are  several  Milk  Depots  in 
the  district  where  milk  is  collected  and  cooled  before  being  des- 
patched by  rail.  At  one  of  these  depots  large  quantities  of  milkv 
are  bottled  for  the  retail  trade  in  Bristol  and  Weston-super-Mare. 
Modern  methods  of  cooling  the  milk  and  cleaning  the  receptacles- 
are  in  use  and  the  quality  of  the  milk  sold  for  human  consumption! 
is  excellent. 

Boot  and  Shoemaking  are  carried  on  at  Paulton. 

Iron  Ore  is  manufactured  in  Colour  and  Paint  at  Littleton. 

Stone  Quarrying  is  carried  on  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

Fmployment  varies  considerably  in  accordance  with  the  \ 
prosperity  of  the  trades  concerned. 


4 


1 regret  to  say  that  there  has  been  a large  amount  of  unem- 
ployment in  the  past  few  years,  but  there  were  distinct  signs  of  an 
improvement  in  this  direction  during  the  year  1925. 

No  doubt  this  was  largely  assisted  by  the  labour  employed  on 
the  various  schemes  of  road  widening  and  improvement. 

In  my  opinion  the  Coal  Mining  Industry  is  the  most  harmful 
to  the  health  of  the  workers  and  there  are  inevitably  a certain 
number  of  accidents  of  more  or  less  severity  which  add  to  list  of 
workers  who  sustain  injury  to  their  health  through  their  occupation. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  the  Iron  Ore  workers  in  the  district  are  a 
singularly  healthy  body  of  men  and  I have  heard  this  fact  attributed 
to  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  iron. 

Social  conditions  throughout  the  district  are  good  with 
exception  that  housing  accommodation  is  not  yet  adequate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

...  254 

120 

134 

Illegitimate  ... 

5 

4 

1 

259 

124 

135 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  Population  = 

= 15.90. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Deaths 

...  200 

Ill 

89 

Death-rate  per  1,000  Population  : 

= 12.28. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in 

consequence  of  childbirth  : 

From  Sepsis  

• • . ... 

• • • • 

. . 

0 

Other  Accidents  or  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Total 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

of  age : 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate  ... 

11 

5 

6 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

11 

5 

6 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  Births  = 

42.47. 
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The  above  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  were  subdivided 
into  the  following  age  periods  : 

Under  1 week  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

1-4  weeks  •••  •••  •••  •••  •”  ^ 

1-6  months 

6-12  months...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

Total  1 1 


Deaths  from — 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  

Diptheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
‘Small  Pox 
Continued  Fever 

Zymotic  Death-rate  per  1,000  Population  = .307. 


THE  AMOUNT  OF  POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

In  1921. 

In  1925. 


THE  EXTENT  TO  WHICH  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  FORMS  OF 
GRATUITOUS  MEDICAL  RELIEF  ARE  UTILIZED. 

The  district  is  well  supplied  with  hospitals  and  institutions  of  a 
similar  nature  situated  chiefly  in  Bristol  and  Bath  and  the  Paulton 
Cottage  Hospital.  I consider  that  these  institutions  are  exceedingly 
well  patronized  and  every  use  made  of  the  benefits  to  be  obtained 
therefrom.  There  is  also  a considerable  amount  of  monetary 
support  provided  annually  for  these  institutions  throughout  the 
district. 

SPECIALLY  NOTEWORTHY  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS  OR 
INVALIDITY 

Influenza  appears  in  a more  or  less  severe  form  each  winter 
and  is  responsible  for  a great  deal  of  incapacity  for  work.  Otherwise 
I know  of  no  particular  condition  of  ill  health  which  has  affected  i 
the  district  during  the  past  five  years. 
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Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  responsible  for  a great  deal 
of  illness  in  children  and  are  undoubtedly  serious  conditions.  It 
is  almost  impossible  to  curtail  the  spread  of  either  since  by  the 
time  the  disease  becomes  manifest  a large  number  of  other  children 
have  been  infected. 

In  rural  districts  such  as  large  portions  of  the  Glutton  area  it 
has  been  my  experience  that  young  children  of  five  years  of  age  are 
often  overtaxed  by  the  daily  journeys  to  and  from  school.  Some 
of  these  children  have  long  journeys  to  make  to  their  seats  of 
learning  and  in  my  opinion  it  is  bad  for  the  health  of  these  younger 
children  to  be  expected  to  attend  school  every  day  no  matter  what 
the  weather  conditions. 

In  my  opinion  the  age  at  which  it  is  compulsory  for  a child  to 
attend  school  should  be  raised  to  6 or  7 years. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
by  the  County  Council. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

At  the  present  moment  there  is  no  hospital  provided  by  the 
Local  Authority  but  the  County  Council  have  several  hospitals  and 
sanatoria  to  which  access  can  be  had  by  application  to  the  County 
Tuberculosis  officers. 

2.  MATERNITY. 

I know  of  no  maternity  hospital  or  home  in  the  district. 

Cases  are  admitted  when  necessary  to  the  wards  of  Cambrook 
House,  Temple  Cloud  and  the  Cottage  Hospital  at  Paulton. 

3.  CHILDREN. 

The  same  applies  as  the  case  of  maternity. 

4.  FEVER. 

There  is  no  Fever  or  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Area.  It  is 
urgently  needed. 
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5.  SMALL  POX.  : None. 

In  the  event  of  an  outbreak  it  would  be  necessary  to  apply  to 
the  County  Council  for  provision  of  Temporary  Hospital  accom- 
modation. 

OTHER  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  : None. 

The  Hospital  Accommodation  available  for  the  area  is  con- 
tained as  follows  : 

The  Bristol  General  Hospital. 

The  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary. 

The  Bristol  Children’s  Hospital. 

The  Bristol  Eye  Hospital. 

Paulton  Cottage  Hospital. 

Cambrook  House,  Temple  Cloud. 

The  Bath  Hospital. 

None  of  these  are  situated  within  the  area  and  as  far  as  I know 
are  not  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority  or  County  Council. 

These  institutions  are  in  every  way  excellent  and  are  largely 
patronized  from  this  area.  There  is  generally  accommodation  to 
be  found  and  invariably  the  greatest  possible  courtesy  and  attention. 
It  should  be  more  generally  realized  what  a debt  we  owe  to  these 
institutions  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  provide  financial 
support  for  them  . 

Unmarried  mothers.  Illegitimate  Children  and  Homeless 
Children  in  the  district  are  cared  for  at  the  Infirmary  at  Temple 
Cloud. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  : None. 

There  are  ambulances  to  be  obtained  in  Bristol,  Bath  and 
Midsomer  Norton.  In  most  cases  it  is  necessary  to  make  use  of 
local  transport  such  as  motor-cars,  vans  or  lorries. 

I regret  that  in  this  matter  no  advance  has  been  made  for  the 
past  five  years. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  There  is  one  at  East 
llarptree  provided  by  local  effort  and  subscriptions. 
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DAY  NURSERIES  : None. 


SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

These  are  in  the  hands  of  the  County  School  Medical  Officers. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARIES. 

These  also  are  controlled  by  the  County  Authority.  There  are 
none  actually  in  the  district.  But  patients  can  be  seen  and  treated 
at  the  Dispensaries  at  Radstock  and  Bristol  by  appointment  with 
the  Tuberculosis  officer. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  FOR  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

These  also  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  Radstock 
and  there  are  centres  at  the  Bristol  General.  Hospital  and  Bristol 
Royal  Infirmary.  Treatment  is  free  and  secret. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

One  Part  Time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

R.  V.  Brew,  Chew  Magna,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Durham). 

One  Whole  Time  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : 

W.  T.  Hawker,  Temple  Cloud. 

M.I.  Mun.  & Cy.  Engineers;  C.R.  San.  Inst.;  M.S.I.A. 
Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

One  Whole  Time  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Mr.  Thomas,  Norton  Malreward. 

There  are  no  specialized  inspectors  or  health  visitors  or  nurses. 

Mr.  Hawker  carries  out  a multitude  of  duties  such  as  Food 
Inspector,  Milk  and  Dairies,  Meat  Inspector,  etc. 

Health  visitors  in  the  area  are  supplied  by  the  County  Authority 
and  controlled  by  them.  In  times  of  epidemics  it  is  possible  to 
obtain  from  the  County  Authority  the  services  of  a special  nurse. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General,  (b)  For  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  is  no  provision  by  the  Local  or  County  Authority  for 
skilled  professional  nursing  in  the  home.  In  most  cases  sick 
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nursing  is  carried  out  in  the  patients  own  home  by  a member  of 
the  family,  a neighbour  or  a friend. 

In  the  case  of  Infectious  Disease,  there  being  no  Isolation 
Hospital,  patients  are  isolated  in  their  own  homes  and  nursed 
by  their  relatives.  Where  such  nursing  is  impossible  the  cases 
are  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals  outside  the  district  and  the 
Local  Authority  has  to  pay  for  their  maintenance. 

There  are  a large  number  of  District  Nurses  employed  through- 
out the  area.  They  are  in  nearly  every  instance  supplied  and 
controlled  by  the  Somerset  County  Nursing  Association.  Each 
village  or  group  of  villages  has  its  Local  Nursing  Association  which 
controls  the  arrangements  in  the  area  of  their  activities.  The 
Nurses  are  paid  their  salary  and  certain  expenses  by  their  own 
Association,  the  funds  being  raised  by  contributions  of  members, 
midwifery  fees,  subscriptions  and  contributions  from  the  Local  and 
County  Authorities. 

These  District  Nurses  do  an  immense  amount  of  good  work 
throughout  the  district  but  the  very  general  nature  of  their  work 
precludes  their  being  of  much  assistance  in  the  event  of  Infectious 
Disease. 

They  attend  the  School  Clinics  and  are  responsible  for  the 
visiting  and  weighing  of  infants. 

MIDWIVES. 

There  are  a few  qualified  midwives  practising  privately  in  the 
area.  The  majority  of  the  midwifery  is  done  by  the  district  nurses 
who  are  responsible  to  the  County  Authority  and  the  County 
Nursing  Association.  The  Local  Authority  exercises  control  over 
the  activities  of  a midwife  who  has  been  in  contact  with  cases  of 
Sepois  or  Infectious  Disease. 

There  are  no  Midwives  employed  by  the  Rural  District  Council. 

Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  area  is  10. 

CHEMICAL  WORK. 

This  has  been  done  gratuitously  for  some  years  at  the  County 
Laboratory,  Weston-super-Mare. 

It  is  of  great  benefit  in  the  analysis  of  faulty  water  supplies, 
dirty  milk,  and  suspicious  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE  IN  DISTRICT. 


Description. 

House  let  in  Lodgings  or  occupied 
by  members  of  more  than  one 
family  for  the  Parish  of  Paulton 

Slaughter  Houses 

Common  Lodging  houses  ... 

East  and  West  Harptree  Cemetery 
Part  3 P.H.A.  1896  so  far  as  declared 

applicable  by  S 30  

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act 

189,  S 44,  P.H.A.  1875  

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

Water  Regulations  ... 

Voluntary  Notification  of  Phthisis 
Building  Bye  Laws  

Polio-encephalo  myelitis  and 
Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 


Allowed  by  L.G.B. 


December  21,  1887. 

May  18,  1885. 

November  24,  1879. 

March  30,  1885. 

Adopted  March  13,  1891. 
Adopted  March  13,  1891. 
September  25,  1893. 
Approved  by  Council 
March  30,  1909. 
ditto, 
ditto. 

Adopted  by  Council  Feb. 
4,  1910. 

Maae  Notifiable  from  June 
30,  1912. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water. — Throughout  the  district  the  water  supply  is  both 
abundant  and  of  good  quality.  In  the  majority  of  villages  the 
supply  is  from  mains  belonging  to  either  the  Council  or  the  Bristol 
Water  Works  or  Private  Owners.  In  other  villages  the  supply  is 
from  Wells,  springs,  or  rain  water  tanks. 

The  village  of  Chew  Magna  has  no  water  supply.  The  wells  in 
the  village  are  of  indifferent  quality  and  insufficient  in  number. 
Many  people  have  to  carry  water  in  buckets  for  a considerable 
distance.  The  necessity  for  a public  water  supply  to  this  village 
has  been  urged  for  many  years  but  the  position  is  the  same  to-day 
as  it  was  30  years  ago. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  scheme  for  furnishing  an  adequate 
supply  of  water  to  Chew  Magna  will  be  provided  and  put  into 
operation  in  the  very  near  future. 

Details  of  the  water  supply  to  each  parish  are  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  appended. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — There  is  a certain  amount  of  pollution 
of  the  rivers  and  streams  throughout  the  district  from  many  causes. 

In  some  instances  drains  and  overflowing  cesspits  are  respon- 
sible for  a considerable  degree  of  pollution.  There  is  also  a tendency 
to  throw  old  tins,  bottles,  etc.  in  the  rivers. 

In  past  years  there  has  been  serious  pollution  by  whey  from 
milk  depots  with  consequent  damage  to  fish  and  cattle.  I am 
glad  to  report  that  this  nuisance  appears  to  be  now  completely 
abated. 

Colliery  washing  and  underground  pit  water  also  enter  the 
streams  in  places,  but  without  apparent  damage. 

It  is  difficult  to  control  the  pollution  of  the  rivers  by  sewage  as 
long  as  the  existing  antiquated  methods  of  disposal  persist.  But 
as  m the  future  efficient  schemes  of  sewerage  disposal  become  more 
general  so  I hope  to  see  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  our 
rivers.  The  abatement  of  the  whey  nuisance  is  due  to  effective 
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methods  at  the  depots  and  to  a certain  extent  to  the  fact  that  there 
has  been  a reduction  in  the  amount  of  factory  made  cheese  with 
a consequently  reduced  production  of  whey. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  position  in  regard  to  the 
above  cannot  be  said  to  have  made  much  improvement  in  the  past 
five  years.  Most  of  the  drains  are  old  rainwater  or  highway  drains, 
many  of  which  discharge  directly  in  the  rivers,  to  which  from  time 
to  time  household  drains  have  been  connected. 

These  drains  are  in  many  cases  old  and  faulty  and  totally  unfit 
to  carry  .sewage. 

They  are  a frequent  source  of  complaint  throughout  the 
district. 

Throughout  the  district  there  are  also  a number  of  houses  with 
a sy.stem  of  cesspits.  In  many  cases  the  cesspits  are  indifferently 
built  and,  the  capacity  being  small,  they  require  frequent  emptying. 
The  overflows  from  these  cesspits  are  too  often  choked  or  the  over- 
flow takes  place  into  some  totally  unsuitable  spot.  There  are  a 
few  systems  of  sewerage  purification  in  connection  with  the  Councils 
New  Houses  and  these  work  fairly  well. 

No  new  sewerage  schemes  have  been  undertaken  by  the  Council 
lately. 

For  details  of  Drainage  and  Sewerage  Work  see  the  report  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the 
future  some  definite  scheme  of  sewerage  will  be  possible  throughout 
the  district.  But  the  present  conditions  of  high  rates  and  unemploy- 
ment throughout  the  district  no  doubt  make  it  impossible  to 
embark  upon  further  expenditure  of  public  money.  At  the  same 
time  I am  convinced  that  the  lack  of  public  water  supplies  and 
schemes  of  drainage  and  sewerage  have  a definite  tendency  to 
stop  the  further  building  and  development  in  the  area. 

Closet  Accommodation. — ^Throughout  the  district  generally 
the  Closet  Accommodation  is  mainly  of  the  earth  closet  type. 
Throughout  the  whole  district  there  is  no  organized  system  of 
sewers  or  of  sewage  purification  works. 

In  the  parishes  where  there  is  a main  water  supply  a number 
of  water  closets  exist  and  more  are  being  converted,  and  these 
drain  into  cesspools  and  other  available  outlets. 
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A summary  of  sanitary  improvements  is  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  which  shows  the  number  of  new 
water  closets  provided  during  the  year. 

Scavenging. — There  is  no  system  of  scavenging  in  the  area. 
It  is  left  to  the  private  individual  to  dispose  of  household  refuse^ 
old  tins,  bottles,  etc.  Too  often  these  are  found  deposited  in  the 
streams  or  on  the  highway  and  complaints  arise. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Details  of  this  work  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

The  work  is  conscientiously  and  thoroughly  carried  out  by 
Mr.  Hawker  in  spite  of  his  many  other  duties.  The  appointment 
of  Mr.  Thomas  as  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  should  make  it 
possible  in  the  future  to  cover  more  of  this  work  each  year. 

In  connection  with  this  wwk  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  account 
the  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  throughout  the  district 
and  to  deal  leniently  with  some  defects  which  in  the  ideal  state 
would  not  be  allowed  to  persist. 

Smoke  Abatement. — In  this  locality  there  is  little  or  no 
trouble  in  this  connection.  I have  never  heard  of  a complaint 
from  this  cause. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE  LAWS 

OR  REGULATIONS 

New  Buildings  and  certain  matters  in  connection  with 
Buildings. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

Details  of  the  control  exercised  are  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Factories  and  workshops  in  the  area  are  controlled  under  the 
factory  and  Workshops  Act  by  the  Local  Inspectors  and  Certifying 
Surgeons. 

Schools.— The  sanitary  condition  of  all  the  schools  in  the  area 
is  fairly  good. 

The  water  supply  in  all  cases  is  good. 


Unfortunately  the  closet  accommodation  is  not  all  that  can 
be  wished  for.  The  pail  system  still  prevails  in  a large  number  of 
schools  and  is  most  unsatisfactory.  Where  there  are  large  numbers 
of  children  it  is  impossible  to  enforce  cleanliness  and  in  spite  of  the 
efforts  of  the  cleaners,  there  is  frequently  an  unpleasant  mess.  If 
there  were  more  efficient  systems  of  drainage  and  sewerage  in  the 
district  it  would  be  possible  to  alter  the  existing  arrangements, 
but  at  pre.sent  the  best  that  can  be  done  is  to  enforce  cleanliness 
by  frequent  inspection.  The  schools  throughout  the  district  are 
regularly  inspected  and  defects  remedied  where  possible. 

HOUSING 

GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  AREA. 

General  Housing  Conditions. — The  housing  conditions 
throughout  the  area  remain  much  the  same  as  in  past  years.  The 
majority  of  the  houses  are  built  of  stone  and  are  in  varying  states 
of  repair.  Many  houses  are  old  and  do  not  embody  the  require- 
ments of  a modern  house.  Nevertheless  a large  number  of  people 
prefer  to  live  in  one  of  the  older  houses  at  a moderate  rental  than 
in  one  of  the  modern  brick  houses  where  rent  and  rates  cost  them 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  10/-  per  week.  The  Councils  new  houses 
in  the  district  are  excellent  and  have  done  much  towards  relieving 
overcrowding.  They  are  well  patronized  and  there  is  seldom  one 
vacant.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  many  of  the  old  country  cottages 
look  nice  from  outside  but  the  state  of  inside  repair  is  often  inferior. 

EXTENT  OF  SHORTAGE  OR  EXCESS  OF  HOUSES. 

There  is  still  a definite  shortage  of  houses  m the  area.  As 
stated  above  the  Councils  new  houses  have  done  much  to  relieve 
the  shortage  which  existed  five  years  ago  but  there  is  still  room  for 
more  and  more  accommodation. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  this  continual  shortage  of  housing 
accommodation  but  I , think  the  causes  may  be  classified  under 
two  main  headings : 

(1)  The  falling  into  disrepair  of  many  old  cottages  and  houses. 

(2)  The  desire  of  the  population  for  newer  and  more  modern 

accommodation. 

Measures  Taken  or  Contemplated  to  Meet  any  Shortage 
Since  1920. — The  Council  have  erected  a number  of  new  houses 
throughout  the  district. 
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During  the  year  1925  the  Council  decided  to  prepare  a scheme 
for  the  erection  of  a further  108  houses  which  are  under  construction 
and  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  Surveyor’s  report. 

The  population  of  the  area  is  not  increasing  to  any  great 
extent  ; in  1919  it  was  15060  and  has  risen  by  small  steps  till  in 
1925  it  was  16280.  I do  not  forsee  any  immediate  large  increase 
but  rather,  in  view  of  the  industrial  conditions,  a decrease  is  quite 
likely  to  occur. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Extent. — There  is  still  a certain  amount  of  overcrowding  but 
it  is  not  as  bad  as  in  the  past.  Several  cases  have  been  reported  in 
the  past  year  and  efforts  have  been  made  to  relieve  the  condition 
by  providing  outside  sleeping  accommodation.  Four  cases  were 
reported  to  the  council  but  no  action  was  taken. 

'Causes. — Shortage  of  accommodation  in  most  cases.  In  a 
few  cases  lack  of  money  and  in  others  the  natural  instinct  of  herding 
together. 

Measures  Taken  or  Contemplated  for  Dealing  with 
Overcrowding. — ’The  provision  of  more  houses. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

General  Standard  of  Housing  in  the  Area. — Fair.  Many 
of  the  houses  are  extremely  good  but  there  are  always  some  which 
reduce  the  average  standard  of  the  whole. 

General  Character  of  Defects  Found  to  Exist  in  Unfit 
Houses. — Leaking  roofs.  Damp  walls  and  floors.  Faulty  or 
dangerous  floors.  Insufficient  size  of  rooms.  Insufficient  number 
of  bedrooms  or  sleeping  accommodation.  Insufficient  ventilation. 
Bad  drainage  or  closet  systems.  Impure,  insufficient  or  total 
absence  of  water  supply. 

In  most  cases  these  defects  may  be  attributed  to  bad  manage- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  owners.  In  some  cases  lack  of  capital 
makes  it  difficult  for  owners  to  keep  their  houses  in  repair.  In 
others  it  is  the  inability  to  get  possession  of  their  houses  which 
makes  owners  neglect  necessary  repairs. 

There  is  also  a definite  amount  of  damage  to  houses  by  tenants 
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much  of  which  could  be  avoided  by  a little  care  and  thought.  In 
a case  I can  recall  a pair  of  the  childs  trousers  were  discovered  to  be 
the  cause  of  a blocked  drain. 

As  I have  stated  in  a previous  report  a large  number  of  the 
old  cottages  in  the  district  are  the  property  of  people  of  small 
means  who  look  to  their  cottage  rents  to  provide  them  with  an 
income.  If  much  of  this  annual  rental  is  spent  on  repairs  it  reduces 
the  personal  income  and  so  there  is  a tendency  to  do  as  little  repair 
work  as  possible. 

GENERAL  ACTION  TAKEN  AS  REGARDS  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts. — Inspections  of  houses 
under  these  Acts  are  made  from  time  to  time  as  necessary  and 
notices  served  where  defects  are  found. 

Under  the  Housing  Acts. — A systematic  inspection  of  the 
district  is  being  carried  out  and  numerous  schedules  completed 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910. 
The  number  of  houses  scheduled  during  the  year  is  201.  Where 
defects  are  found  notices  are  served  on  the  person  responsible  for 
repairs. 

DIFFICULTIES  FOUND  IN  REMEDYING  UNFITNESS  IN  HOUSES. 

The  main  difficulties  encountered  are:  The  Shortage  of 
houses;  Low  Rents  charged  generally  in  rural  areas. 

The  general  standard  of  fitness  of  houses  in  the  whole  area  as 
regards  water  supply,  closet  accommodation  and  refuse  disposal  is 
fair. 

There  is  no  system  of  scavenging  in  any  parish  in  the  district. 

UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

BYELAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES,  HOUSES  TO  LET  IN 
LODGINGS,  AND  TO  TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

There  are  Bye  Laws  relating  to  New  Buildings  and  certain 
matters  in  connection  with  building  and  regulations  for  Common 
Lodging  Houses  although  there  are  now  none  of  these  in  the  district. 

There  are  no  regulations  regarding  tents,  vans  or  sheds. 
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The  existing  Building  Bye  Laws  should  be  revised  as  they  were 

approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  1910  and  the  existing 

conditions  call  for  more  modern  regulations. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  year  : 

Total  32. 

With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  ; 

By  the  Local  Authority,  Nil. 

By  other  bodies  or  persons,  6. 

UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES  INSPECTION. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  269 

Number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910 
or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  ...  201 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  houses  (excluding  3)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  fit  for  human  habitation.  ...  ...  55 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  its  officers  69 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act  1925.— 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  Nil. 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  notice  : 

By  Owners  Nil. 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil. 
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Number  oi  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. — 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  sendee  of  Formal  Notices  Nil. 

By  Owners  Nil. 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil. 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  Housing 
Act,  1925  : — 

Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  making 

Closing  orders  5 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  houses  in  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  houses  Demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demoli- 
tion orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  district  being  largely  occupied  in  dairy  farming  and  the 
production  of  milk  for  sale,  the  milk  supplied  throughout  the 
district  is  of  extremely  good  quality  and  abundant  in  quantity. 
There  are  418  producers  and  100  retailers  in  the  area.  99  producers 
are  also  retailers. 

On  the  whole  there  is  an  excellent  supply  of  good  fresh  milk 
obtainable  throughout  the  district. 

The  Register  of  Cowkeepers  is  now  fairly  complete.  Where  a 
person,  not  on  the  register,  is  found  to  be  producing  or  selling  milk 
he  is  brought  before  the  Council. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Consolidation  Act,  1915,  and  The  Milk 
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and  Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1922,  together  with  the  Dairies 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  orders  are  administered  by  the  Sanitary 
Staff. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  by  them  and  the  standard  of 
the  milk  industry  in  the  district  has  been  much  improved  in  the 
last  few  years. 

Demonstrations  by  County  Council  Experts  have  been  carried 
out  at  selected  farms  in  the  district.  The  latest  and  most  modern 
methods  for  preserving  the  cleanliness  and  purity  of  milk  have  been 
shown  to  large  gatherings  of  interested  persons.  Attention  has 
also  been  drawn  to  the  necessity  for  the  utmost  cleanliness  of 
cattle  cowsheds  and  milking  utensils.  In  the  course  of  inspections 
of  cowkeepers  premises,  etc.  any  detail  which  is  capable  of  improve- 
ment is  pointed  out  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  we  find  that  these 
suggestions  are  acted  upon  at  once. 


TUBERCULOUS  MILK  AND  TUBERCULOUS  CATTLE. 


Samples  of  milk  are  being  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  forwarded  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  examination  for 
Tubercle  Bacilli.  Any  sample  of  milk  found  to  be  infected  would 
immediately  be  notified  to  me.  It  would  then  be  necessary  to  test 
the  milk  of  each  cow  in  the  herd  in  order  to  isolate  the  animals 
giving  Tuberculous  milk.  These  cows  would  have  to  be  destroyed. 

Apart  from  the  activities  of  the  Local  and  County  Authorities 
the  large  milk  combines  to  whom  the  producer  sells  milk  in  bulk 
are  most  careful  in  testing  their  supplies  for  Tuberculosis.  If 
found,  the  producer  is  immediately  notified  by  the  company  that  i 
he  has  a cow  producing  infected  milk  and  that  it  must  be  found  i 
and  excluded  from  the  dairy. 


Number  of  Licenses  granted  for  sale  of  milk  under 
special  designations,  i.e.  Graded  or  Certified 
Milk  

Refusal  or  Revocation  of  Registration  of  Retailers 
or  of  licenses  for  graded  milk 


None. 

None. 


MEAT. 

Slaughter  Houses  are  regularly  inspected  and  any  faults 
notified  to  the  owner  and  occupier.  These  have  been  invariably 
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attended  to  at  once.  As  often  as  possible  inspections  are  made 
at  the  time  of  slaughter  or  just  afterwards.  The  condition  of  the 
slaughter  house  and  butchers  shops  is  on  the  whole  good. 

Diseased  meat  is  comparatively  rarely  found  but  when  dis- 
covered the  carcase  or  diseased  portions  are  condemned.  Arrange- 
ments are  made  for  burning  the  condemned  meat. 

Details  of  inspections  made  and  meat  condemned  will  be 
found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

No  official  has  been  appointed  by  the  Council  to  carry  out  the 
provi.sions  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  of  1924,  but 
the  work  is  being  done  unofficially  by  Mr.  Hawker  in  his  capacity 
of  Sanitary  Inspector. 


There  are  no  Public  Slaughter  Houses. 
Private  Slaughter  Houses  in  use  in  the  area  ; 


In  1920 

In  Jan.,  1925 

In  Dec.,  1925 

Registered  

18 

16 

16 

Licensed 

0 

5 

6 

Total  

— 

— 

OTHER  FOODS. 

18 

21 

22 

Systematic  inspections  of  Bakehouses  are  carried  out  and  other 
places  where  food  is  manufacturea,  prepared,  stored  or  exposed 
for  sale,  e.g..  Milk  Depots,  Butter  Factories,  Cheese-making  premises. 

The  conditions  in  these  places  arc  dealt  with  as  far  as  practicable 
in  a large  rural  area. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  in  the  district  to 
our  knowledge. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

During  the  period  under  review,  1920-1925,  there  has  been 
no  widespread  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  of  a serious  nature 
with  the  exception  of  Influenza  and  Meazles. 

Influenza  appears  every  year  with  monotonous  regularity. 
In  some  years  the  disease  is  of  greater  or  less  severity  and  the  type 
of  the  disease  varies.  There  are  several  definite  types. 
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1.  The  mild  type  with  symptoms  only  of  a severe  cold  with 
shivering  and  aching  of  limbs. 

2.  A more  severe  type  with  high  fever,  much  pain  in  limbs 
and  back,  severe  prostration  and  cerebral  symptoms. 

3.  A severe  type  characterized  by  an  extremely  painful  and 
racking  cough. 

4.  The  type  which  is  frequently  followed  by  Acute  Primary 
or  Broncho  Pneumonia. 

5.  Gastric  Influenza  associated  with  vomiting  and  diarrhoea. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  is  happily  low.  The  disease  is 
highly  infectious  and  is  responsible  for  a great  loss  of  working 
capacity  during  the  winter  months.  There  appears  to  be  satis- 
factory methods  of  prevention.  The  best  advice  to  the  sufferer 
is  to  go  to  bed  at  the  onset  of  the  symptoms  and  not  to  try  to  stay 
at  work  up  till  the  last  possible  moment. 

Deaths  from  Influenza  in  1925  were  4. 

MEASLES. 

There  have  been  several  epidemics  of  Measles  of  a severe  type. 
In  one  village  Stanton  Drew,  in  1924  and  1925  almost  every  child 
of  school  age  contracted  the  disease  in  a severe  form.  It  is  safe 
to  say  that  over  50%  of  these  children  suffered  from  Pneumonia 
as  a complication.  The  epidemic  lasted  for  at  least  6 months. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

Measles  is  not  a notifiable  disease  and  as  such  it  is  difficult  to 
obtain  efficient  isolation  of  sufferers. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

With  the  exception  of  a small  outbreak  at  the  Infirmary  at 
Temple  Cloud,  the  origin  of  which  could  not  be  traced,  there  has  been 
a definite  diminution  in  the  amount  of  Diphtheria  in  the  district 
in  the  past  five  years.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  by  the  Council 
to  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  for  use  in  necessitous  cases, 
who  could  not  otherwise  afford  it. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  largely  responsible  for  the 
reduction  of  the  disease. 

Antitoxin  can  be  obtained  immediately  by  application  to  the 
M.O.H.  ■ 
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The  County  Laboratory  at  Weston-super-Mare  examine  and 
report  on  swabs  from  suspicious  cases.  Each  doctor  practising  in 
the  area  is  kept  supplied  with  sterile  swabs  in  special  postal  cases 
which  he  can  despatch  for  examination  immediately.  Another 
clean  swab  is  always  returned  to  him  from  the  Laboratory  to 
replace  the  one  used. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  have  been  only  isolated  cases  of  this  disease.  No 
“ return  ” cases  have  been  discovered.  As  a rule  infection  can 
generally  be  traced  to  a visit  to  one  of  the  neighbouring  towns. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

Nine  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  in  1925  and  3 in  1924. 
None  in  1923,  and  none  in  1922.  There  are  undoubtedly  some 
cases  of  these  occurring  in  the  district  but  the  disease  is  a fairly 
modern  discovery  and  its  symptoms  somewhat  obscure  making 
diagnosis  in  the  acute  stage  a somewhat  difficult  matter.  Often 
it  is  only  in  the  later  stages,  exhibiting  symptoms  known  as  Parkin- 
son’s Syndrome  that  the  disease  becomes  recognizable.  The 
disease  is  undoubtedly  infectious  though  it  does  not  appear  to 
assume  epidemic  proportions. 

DISEASES  NOTIFIABLE  UNDER  THE  REGULATIONS  OF 
JANUARY,  1919. 

i.e.  Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery  and  Trench  Fever. — 
Of  these  the  last  three  are  practically  unknown  in  the  district  and 
no  cases  have  been  notified.  Pneumonia  however  is  widespread 
and  always  present  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

The  notifications  are  divided  into  two  classes ; Primary 
Pneumonia  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

They  are  about  equally  divided  in  numbers. 

The  mortality  is  high. 

Notifications  in  1925  were  : 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  27. 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  9. 

There  is  at  present  some  confusion  as  to  the  notification  of 
cases  of  this  disease.  So  many  notifications  do  not  make  it  clear 
whether  the  condition  is  an  Influenzal  Pneumonia  or  otherwise. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  SPECIMENS. 

These  are  examined  and  reported  upon  free  of  charge  by  the 
County  Laboratory  at  Weston-super-Mare.  These  facilities  are 
largely  used  by  practitioners  in  the  district  and  the  work  is  un- 
doubtedly of  great  help. 

SPECIALIZED  TESTS  IN  DIPHTHERIA  AND  SCARLET  FEVER 

As  far  as  I am  able  to  state  1 do  not  think  that  the  Schick  or 
Dick  Tests  are  employed  in  the  area. 

ISOLATION  AND  DISINFECTION. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the 
district,  the  Isolation  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and  their 
subsequent  disinfection  becomes  a difficult  matter.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  much  talked  of  Isolation  Hospital  at  Paulton  will 
soon  materialize.  In  the  meanwhile  the  procedure  adopted  is  as 
follows ; On  receipt  of  notification  by  the  M.O.H.  each  case  is 
visited  by  the  sanitary  inspector.  Isolation  of  the  patient  is  ar- 
ranged for  in  the  home,  printed  instructions  as  to  procedure  are 
left  with  the  parent  or  guardian  and  disinfectants  are  supplied  free 
of  charge.  Contacts  are  quarantined  and  children  excluded  from 
school.  The  case  is  visited  at  intervals.  A report  on  a printed 
form  is  returned  to  the  M.O.H.  setting  out  details  of  housing 
accommodation,  number  of  persons  in  the  house,  number  of  children, 
source  of  milk  and  water  supply  and  any  possible  source  of  infection. 
If  any  suspicious  detail  occurs  in  the  report  1 visit  the  case  myself. 
On  completion  of  the  case,  disinfection  of  the  sick  room  is  carried 
out  by  the  sanitary  inspector  with  sulphur  candles  and  a Cyllin 
spray.  Clothes  and  bedding  are  washed  at  home  in  suitable 
disinfectant.  If  we  had  an  Isolation  hospital  it  would  be  possible 
to  disinfect  by  steam  and  undoubtedly  we  should  make  a better 
job  of  it. 

Verminous  persons  and  their  belongings  are  happily  few  and 
far  between  but  their  disinfection  would  have  to  be  carried  out  to 
the  best  of  our  ability  by  the  same  means  as  now  employed  in 
Infectious  cases. 

ANTHRAX. 

A fair  number  of  notices  are  received  from  the  police  reporting 
the  death  of  cows  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  Anthrax.  In 
every  case  it  has  been  proved  to  be  due  to  some  other  cause.  A 
case  occurred  at  Chew  Stoke  in  a man  which  for  a time  was  considered 
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by  several  medical  men  to  be  Anthrax  but  it  later  turned  out  to 
be  Rat  Bite  Fever. 


Vaccinations  performed  by  M.O.H.  under  Public  Health 
Regulations,  1917  (Small  Pox  Prevention),  None. 


List  of  Notifiable  Diseases  (othe 

R THAN  Tuberculosis) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1925  : 

Total  Cases 

Cases  sent 

Deaths. 

Disease.  Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Small  Pox  

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

10 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

5 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paraty- 

phoid   

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary  ... 

27 

0 1 

in 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 

9 

0 i 

> 7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

9 

0 

3 

Erysipelas  

9 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

2 

1 

0 

Total 

71 

1 

10 

TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases  of  Mortality  in  1925. 

NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 


Age  Pulmonary.  Non  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non  Pulmon* 


Periods. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

20 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

25 

2 

2 - 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

35 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 



. , ■ 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

10 

12 

1 

2 

8 

5 

0 

0 

- 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
1925  RELATING  TO  TUBERCULOUS  EMPLOYEES  IN  THE  MiLK  TRADE. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  heading 
nor  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1925,  Section  62. 

Tuberculosis  is  still  a very  serious  disease.  Twenty-two  cases 
of  T.R.  of  Lungs  and  three  cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
were  notified  to  me  during  1925.  There  were  17  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

I regret  to  say  that  there  is  no  apparent  diminution  in  the 
number  of  people  affected  by  the  disease.  It  is  one  which  must  be 
considered  far  more  seriously  by  the  population  as  a whole,  for  its 
effects  are  permanent  and  destructive,  and  although  there  are 
many  different  forms  of  treatment  and  great  efforts  are  being  made 
along  these  lines  there  is  yet  no  known  certain  cure.  The  greatest 
hope  of  recovery  lies  in  the  early  recognition  of  symptoms,  no  matter 
how  slight  and  immediate  and  prolonged  medical  treatment. 

I am  afraid  that  there  is  at  present  a very  widespread  objection 
to  sanitorium  treatment  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  therein 
often  lies  the  one  and  only  hope  of  relief  and  possible  cure. 

Tuberculosis  control  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Health 
Authorities.  There  is  a staff  of  specialists  and  trained  nurses  and 
health  visitors.  Sanatoria  are  available  at  several  different 
places  for  treatment  of  patients  on  approval  by  the  Tuberculosis 
officers. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  available  at  Radstock,  Bristol 
and  Bath  where  free  treatment  is  provided.  The  Authorities  pay 
the  fares  of  patients  attending  these  dispensaries.  Patients  are 
visited  in  their  own  homes  by  Health  Visitors  who  report  to  me 
any  defects  of  housing  or  sanitation. 

Shelters  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  suitable  cases 
for  use  at  the  patients  own  home.  There  is  a recent  scheme  for 
Ortliopasdic  treatment  which  includes  children  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  of  bones  or  joints. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  and  milk  are  provided  in  necessitous  cases  by 
the  County  Council  or  District  Council. 
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Applications  for  examination  or  treatment  at  the  dispensaries 
should  be  made  through  the  patients  own  doctor.  The  Tuber- 
culosis officers  are  always  willing  to  make  appointments  to  see 
patients  and  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  provide  suitable  treatment. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Happily  this  is  rare  in  the  district.  The  County  Council  have 
installed  centres  for  free  treatment  at  Radstock  and  Bristol  and 
there  are  also  centres  at  the  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary  and  Bristol 
General  Hospital.  The  Rural  District  Council  have  no  scheme  for 
treatment  of  these  cases.  I do  not  consider  one  is  necessary. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

There  is  no  local  scheme  dealing  with  either  of  these  items. 
Both  are  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Authority. 

The  Welfare  Centre  at  East  Harptree  is  a great  success. 

In  conclusion,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I should  like  to  express 
my  thanks  to  Mr.  Hawker  for  his  great  help  on  all  occasions  and 
an  appreciation  of  his  never  failing  courtesy  and  tact  in  dealing 
with  situations  which  are  by  no  means  always  easy  to  control.  If 
it  is  possible  to  get  over  a difficulty  by  persuasion  he  invariably 
succeeds  and  it  is  seldom  that  we  find  it  necessary  to  ask  the  Council 
to  employ  their  statutory  powers. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Thomas  as  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
will  be  of  great  assistance  in  enabling  us  to  use  every  endeavour  to 
maintain  the  efficiency  of  the  Health  Service  of  the  district. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  V.  BREW, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  M.O.H.  Clutton  R.D.C. 
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Rural  District  Council  of  Glutton 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 
for  the  Year  1925 


Temple  Cloud, 

Bristol, 

April,  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 

of  Clutton 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  I present  to  you  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  and  summary  of  the  sanitary  conditions  and  work  carried 
out  by  my  department  during  the  year  ending  December  31,  1925. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  43,133  acres,  land  and  inland  water 
included.  The  details  of  the  acreage  as  distributed  between  the 
various  parishes  was  given  in  my  last  Annual  Report. 

The  population  (1921  Census),  15,794,  and  further  details  as 
to  the  distribution  of  the  said  population  was  given  in  my  last 
Annual  Report.  For  the  whole  District  the  persons  per  acre 
varying  from  0.1  to  2.5,  the  Parish  of  Paul  ton  having  the  largest 
number  per  acre. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES,  ETC. 

The  district  is  very  undulating  and  local  geological  formations 
are  varied.  Generally,  the  district  is  on  the  carboniferous  system 
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which  is  an  important  factor  in  the  area  economically,  as  in  this 
system  is  included  the  Coal  Measures  on  which  a large  portion  of 
the  labour  of  the  district  is  employed.  The  carboniferous  Limestone 
series  are  finely  developed  in  parts  of  the  area.  The  Pennant  stone 
series  run  out  at  Temple  Cloud  and  district,  and  is  quarried  largely 
for  building  purposes,  etc. 

OCCUPATION. 

Coal  mining  forms  an  important  part  of  the  employment  for 
the  whole  area,  but  the  mines  are  situated  chiefly  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  district. 

Agriculture  provides  most  of  the  other  employment  which  is 
principally  dairy  farming.  Butter  and  cheese  are  made  in  con- 
siderable quantities  during  summer  months. 

In  the  Paulton  district  Boot  and  Shoe  factories  provide  some 
employment,  at  Temple  Cloud,  Stone  Quarrying  ; and  at  Littleton, 
Chew  Stoke,  Iron  Ore  is  manufactured  into  colour. 

HOSPITALS. 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority.  A site  for  a proposed  Smallpox  Hospital  is  being 
retained  by  the  County  Council  in  the  parish  of  Chew  Magna. 

Plans  have  been  approved,  and  tenders  obtained  for  a proposed 
joint  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Parish  of  Paulton.  There  is  also 
a cottage  Hospital  at  Paulton  and  an  Infirmary  at  Temple  Cloud. 
The  latter  provides  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  and  home- 
less children. 

The  population  of  the  district  generally  is  dependent  on  Bristol 
and  Bath  for  hospital  treatment. 

There  are  no  ambulance  facilities  for  infectious  cases  in  the 
district,  and  for  other  cases  ambulances  are  obtainable  from 
Midsomer  Norton,  Bristol  or  Bath. 

There  are  no  clinics  or  treatment  centres  actually  in  the  district, 
but  there  are  the  County  Dispensaries  at  Bristol  and  Radstock,  and 
treatment  centres  for  venereal  diseases  at  these  two  places. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING. 

There  are  no  special  nursing  facilities  for  infectious  diseases, 
but  the  District  Nurses,  who  are  managed  by  District  Nursing 
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Associations  and  are  distributed  throughout  the  area,  provide 
general  professional  nursing  for  the  homes.  These  nurses  are 
undoubtedly  a great  boon  to  the  district.  The  district  nurses 
are  also  qualified  midwives  and  there  is  an  arrangement  by  which 
part  of  their  salaries  are  paid  by  the  County  Council  in  connection 
with  Midwifery  and  as  health  visitors. 

CHEMICAL  AND  GENERAL  LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  County  laboratory  at  Weston-super-Mare  do  pathological 
and  bacteriological  work  free  of  charge  and  is  of  great  assistance. 
Provision  is  being  made  at  the  laboratory  for  dealing  with  milk 
samples  for  Tubercle  bacilli  and  the  necessary  plant  is  being 
installed.  This  will  be  of  great  assistance  in  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (consolidation)  Act,  1915. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

During  the  year  a number  of  samples  of  water  have  been 
taken  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Some  wells  have  been  reconditioned  and  some 
closed  as  unsuitable  for  water  for  dietetic  purposes. 

Of  the  24  Parishes  in  the  district  the  greater  part  of  9 parishes 
are  supplied  from  the  Council’s  Mains,  and  the  source  of  the  supply 
is  the  “ Downside  Water  Works.”  Two  Parishes  are  supplied  by 
mains  from  a privately  owned  water  supply,  parts  of  the  other 
parishes  are  connected  to  the  Bristol  W ater  Works  Co.  mains,  and 
others  have  wells,  springs,  stored  rain  water,  etc. 

The  following  table  gives  the  parishes  and  shows  the  source  of 
supply  for  the  greater  part  of  each  parish ; 


Parish. 

Cameley. 
Chelwood. 
Chew  Magna. 


Chew  Stoke. 
Chilcompton. 
Clutton. 


Supply. 

Council’s  Main  Supply — Downside. 

Wells  and  Springs. 

Wells,  with  several  houses  in  the  Bishop 
Sutton  area  connected  to  the  Bristol  Water 
Mains. 

Wells  and  stored  rain-w'ater. 

Downside  W^ater  Mains. 

Council’s  Water  Mains— Downside. 
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Parish. 

Compton  Martin. 


East  Harptree. 
Farmborougii. 


Supply. 

Well  and  springs — there  is  a pump  in  the 
centre  of  the  more  populated  part  of  the 
parish  from  which  most  of  the  parish  fetch 
their  water. 

Main  Supply  privately  owned. 

Council’s  Water  Main — Downside. 


Farrington  Gurney.  Council’s  Water  Mains — Downside. 


High  Littleton. 
Hinton  Blewett. 


Council’s  Water  Mains — Downside. 

Wells  and  Springs.  There  is  a spring  near 
the  schools  from  which  most  of  the  parish 
fetch  their  water.* 

Litton.  Wells  and  Springs.  There  is  a Pump  in  the 

centre  of  the  village  from  which  most  of  the 
parish  fetch  their  water.* 

Nempnett.  Wells  and  Springs.  There  is  a pump  in  the 

centre  of  the  village  from  which  most  of  the 
parish  fetch  their  water.* 

Norton  Malreward.  Wells. 

Paulton.  Council’s  Water  Mains — Downside. 

PuBLOW.  Wells  and  springs.  There  are  two  springs  in 

Pensford  from  which  a number  of  people 
obtain  their  water.* 

A great  part  of  the  \’illage  is  supplied  from 
the  Bristol  W'ater  Mains,  the  other  part  by 
wells  and  springs. 

Council’s  Water  Mains — Downside. 

Mains.  Privately  owned  supply. 

Council's  Water  Mains — Downside. 

Wells  and  Springs.  There  is  a pump  and 
spring  in  the  centre  of  the  village  from  which 
most  of  the  water  is  taken. 

Wells. 

Wells  and  Springs. 

The  public  pumps,  springs,  etc.  where  an  asterisk  is  shown  are 
kept  in  repair  by  the  Council. 

The  last  samples  taken  from  the  Downside  (Council’s  Mains), 
Stowey,  and  East  Harptree  supplies  gave  satisfactory  results. 


Stanton  Drew 


Ston  Easton. 
Stowey. 
Timsbury. 
Ubley. 


West  Harptree. 
WiDCOMBE. 
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The  Council’s  Water  Scheme  is  controlled  by  “ Water  Regu- 
lations ” adopted  by  the  Council  in  1909. 

Estimated  population  served  by  water  mains  (Council’s  and 
privately  owned)  is  8,450  and  the  supply  in  each  case  is  constant. 
About  one-third  of  this  number  are  supplied  direct  to  houses,  and 
two  thirds  by  standpipes. 

The  East  Harptree  supply  has  got  short  in  very  dry  seasons, 
and  certain  works  are  being  carried  out  at  the  Source  of  Supply 
(a  new  spring  tapped,  etc.)  and  taken  into  the  reservoir.  It  is 
anticipated  this  new  spring  will  prevent  any  further  shortage. 

As  previously  reported,  the  Water  Supply  to  Chew  Magna  is 
very  inadequate.  In  a parish  like  this  with  semi-urban  character- 
istics, a proper  water  supply  should  be  provided.  A number  of 
samples  were  taken  from  the  various  supplies  for  bacteriological 
examinations  in  1923.  Numbers  of  houses  have  to  fetch  their 
water  from  the  village  pump  and  the  water  is  not  suitable  for 
dietectic  purposes  without  treatment. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  sewers  generally  in  the  whole  area  are  old  rainwater  and 
highway  drains  which  have  from  time  to  time  had  house  drains 
connected  to  them.  These  old  drains  or  sewers  are  not  suitable  for 
the  conveyance  of  sewage  and  is  the  cause  of  much  trouble  in  the 
district  ; further,  the  sewage  is  not  adequately  treated  at  the 
outfalls.  The  only  sewage  purification  works  are  in  connection 
with  the  Council’s  new  houses  in  the  various  parishes,  and  these 
work  fairly  satisfactory,  but  require  fairly  frequent  attention. 
For  further  information  on  Sewers  see  Surveyor’s  Report. 

SCAVENGING. 

There  is  no  system  of  scavenging  in  the  district  and  the  Council 
do  not  undertake  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  but  it  would  be  a 
considerable  improvement  if  the  more  thickly  populated  parishes 
were  scavenged.  Constant  complaints  arise  owing  to  the  refuse 
being  thrown  by  the  side  of  the  highway  or  on  private  property. 

In  1923  I submitted  a report,  and  the  Council  considered 
proposals  for  scavenging  the  Parishes  of  Paulton  and  Timsbury 
but,  -unfortunately,  no  scheme  matured. 
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The  great  difficulty  met  with  in  considering  progressive  measures 
in  Sewers,  Water  Supplies,  Scavenging,  etc.,  is  the  high  rates 
already  existing  in  the  district,  but  I trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  progress  and  development  in  these  important  things  will  not 
be  so  difficult. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA 
NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 

982  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  made  during  the  year 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  existence  of  nuisances. 

598  nuisances  were  dealt  with  ; and  to  secure  the  abatement 
of  these  354  informal  notices  were  served  on  the  persons  responsible. 

Statutory  Notices  were  recommended  in  seven  instances,  but 
no  notices  were  served  and  no  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during 
the  year. 

Other  Inspections  are  shown  under  Infectious  Disease,  Housing, 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies,  Food,  Workshops,  etc.,  etc. 

NOTICES. 

The  following  is  a Summary  of  the  matters  in  connection  with 


which  informal  notices  were  served. 

Defective  or  Overflowing  Cesspools 

52 

Choked  Drains  and  Gullies 

84 

Choked  Waste  Pipes 

3 

Choked  W.C.’s  

9 

Defective  W.C.’s  ... 

6 

Defective  Roofs  and  Down  Spouts 

42 

Defective  Privies  and  Earth  Closets  ... 

24 

Defective  Windows,  Doors,  etc. 

63 

Defective  Floors  and  Paving 

84 

Damp  Houses 

32 

Accumulations 

24 

Defects  in  Workshops,  etc. 

8 

Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation 

12 

Bakehouses 

8 

Dirty  Houses 

6 

Bad  Ventilation  ... 

10 

Miscellaneous 

... 

...  131 

34 

Total 

598 

Many  Sanitary  Improvements  have  been  carried  out  without 
the  actual  service  of  any  form  of  Notice  in  writing,  as  it  is  a practice 
so  far  as  possible  to  meet  the  persons  responsible,  with,  in  most 
cases,  satisfactory  results. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 


Drains,  Gullies,  etc.  Cleared  

102 

Cesspools  Repaired,  Emptied,  etc. 

92 

Waste  Pipes  Cleared 

3 

Water  Closets  Cleared,  etc. 

11 

Water  Closets  Repaired 

5 

Roofs,  etc.  Repaired 

36 

Privies  and  Earth  Closets  Repaired  or  Remedied 

23 

Windows,  etc.  Repaired 

71 

Floors,  etc.  Repaired  

...  142 

House  made  Damp  Proof 

28 

Accumulations  Removed 

24 

Workshops  Defects  Remedied 

8 

New  Sanitary  Convenience  Provided  W.C. 

6 

New  Sanitary  Convenience  Provided  E.C. 

18 

Defects  in  Bakehouses  Remedied 

8 

Houses  Cleaned 

6 

Houses  Ventilated 

10 

Miscellaneous  Matters  Remedied 

152 

Total 

755 

Several  nuisances  have  occurred  which  are  not  shown  above, 
caused  by  house  drains  being  connected  to  old  surface  water  or 
stone  road  drains  ; these  drains  are  not  suitable  for  the  purpose 
and  soon  become  a nuisance.  It  is  a practice  which  must  have  been 
very  prevalent  in  the  area  in  the  past  and  which  is  now  very 
difficult  to  deal  with. 

PREMISES  ETC.  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR 
REGULATIONS. 

New  buildings  and  certain  matters  in  connection  with  buildings 
in  the  area  are  controlled  by  Bye-Laws  allowed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  1910. 

Slaughter  Houses  in  twelve  parishes  are  controlled  by  Bye- 
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Laws,  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  1885.  The 
parishes  are  : Chew  Magna,  Chilcompton,  Glutton,  Farmborough, 
High  Littleton,  Paulton,  Piiblow,  Stanton  Drew,  Timsbury,  and 
West  Harptree. 

There  are  regulations  in  force  in  the  area  in  connection  With 
dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milk  shops,  which  came  into  force  in  1 909. 

There  are  eight  hsh  and  chip  shops  in  the  area,  but  there  are 
no  Bye-Laws  or  regulations  in  connection  therewith.  These  are 
kept  satisfactorily  and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 

There  are  no  “ houses  let  in  lodgings  ” in  the  area,  and  no 
regulations  or  Bye-Laws  relating  to  Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  remain  much  the  same  as  reported  in  my  last 
year’s  report.  Unfortunately  the  pail  system  still  prevalent  as 
sanitary  conveniences,  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory  as,  no 
matter  how  diligently  the  cleaners  carry  out  their  duties,  it  is  almost 
an  impossibility  for  the  closets  to  be  kept  suitable  for  the  use  of 
school  children. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  schools  in  the  area. 

HOUSING 

HOUSES  INSPECTED. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  during 
the  year  was  242  : of  these  201  were  made  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

The  result  of  the  survey  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Parish. 

Number 

Good  or 

Unfit  but  can 

Unfit 

Inspected. 

Fair. 

be  made  fit. 

Chew  Magna  . . . 

6 

2 

3 

1 

Chew  Stoke 

3 

1 

2 

0 

Chilcompton  . . . 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Norton  Malreward 

3 

2 

1 

0 

Paulton 

38 

12 

24 

2 

Publow 

50 

48 

2 

0 

Stanton  Drew  ... 

79 

63 

15 

1 

Timsbury 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Cameley 

20 

12 

6 

2 

Totals 

201 

140 

55 

6 
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Owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district,  and  to  the  fact 
that  the  owners  recjuire  possession  to  do  the  necessary  repairs,  it  is 
in  some  cases  very  difficult  to  get  remedial  works  carried  out.  ' 

NOTICES  AND  ORDERS. 

In  most  cases  where  defects  were  found,  preliminary  notices 
were  served  on  the  persons  responsible,  and  a considerable  amount 
of  repair  work  has  been  done,  and  in  most  cases  the  person  respon- 
sible has  been  met  on  the  premises  and  the  repairs  considered. 
This  procedure  has  proved  the  most  satisfactory  but  takes  up  a 
lot  of  time  where  there  is  a large  area  to  cover. 

59  informal  notices  were  served. 

6 Statutory  notices  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1919-25,  were 
recommended  to  the  Council.  No  Statutory  notices  were  served. 

Closing  orders  were  recommended  to  the  Council  in  five  cases. 
One  closing  order  was  made  ; this  has  not  been  determined. 

No  demolition  orders  have  been  made. 

620  inspections  and  re-inspections  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  housing  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 

41  houses  have  been  put  in  a good  state  of  repair  and  28  in  a 
fair  state  of  repair.  Some  of  these  were  standing  over  from  last 
year,  and  work  in  other  cases  is  still  proceeding. 

No  repairs  were  done  by  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owner. 

No  closing  orders  became  operative  under  Section  3 Housing 
Act,  1925,  in  pursuance  of  declaration  by  owner  of  intention  to  close. 

Three  Statutory  notices  were  recommended  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts.  None  were  served.  The  defects  in  two  of  these 
cases  were  remedied  and  one  is  in  hand. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Several  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with,  mostly 
by  members  of  the  same  family.  These  have  been  overcome  as 
far  as  practicable  by  arranging  for  some  members  of  the  family  to 
sleep  out  until  more  accommodation  has  been  found. 

Fou^  of  the  principal  cases  were  reported  to  the  Council  but 
no  Statutory  action  was  taken. 
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To  meet  some  of  the  housing  shortage  the  Council  contemplate 
erecting  over  100  houses.  Further  particulars  are  shown  in  the 
Surveyor’s  report. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  standard  of  fitness  of  housing  in  the  area  is  about  the 
same  as  generally  met  with  in  rural  areas,  one  finds  very  pretty 
country  cottages  and  residences  looked  at  from  the  outside,  with 
very  poor  insides.  Most  of  the  oldest  erections  are  of  stone. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  generally  the  defects  are  due  to  the 
lack  of  proper  management  and  supervision  on  the  part  of  the 
owners,  but  there  are  cases  where  tenants  could  help  much  more 
than  they  do.  Then  there  is  the  economic  cost  of  repairs  from  the 
owner’s  point  of  view. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected — Shown  in  Surveyor’s  Report. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  Cowkeepers,  etc.  on  the  Register  is  as  follows  ; 

NUMBER  OF 

Producers  who  are 

Producers.  Retailers.  Total.  also  Retailers. 

418  100  518  99 

The  Register  appears  now  to  be  fairly  complete.  Public 
notices  have  been  posted  up  round  the  district  and  several  persons 
found  trading  and  not  registered  have  been  brought  in  front  of  the 
Council. 

No  licences  for  pasteurised,  graded  or  Certified  Milk  were 
issued  during  the  year. 

Samples  of  milk  are  being  taken  by  this  department  and 
forwarded  to  the  County  Laboratory  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  for  cows  giving  tuberculous  milk. 

The  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen  are  spread  over  the  district  as 
shown  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  and  to  keep  regular  inspections 
of  these  premises  necessitates  much  travelling  over  a very  large  area. 

Informal  notices  have  been  served  on  54  cowkeepers  and 
dairymen.  No  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year.  Pro- 
gressive work  is  continuing  in  connection  with  dairies  and  cowsheds 
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and  1 think  the  persons  responsible  are  beginning  to  realise  the 
importance  of  clean  milk  production  and  distribution,  and  more 
care  is  being  taken  in  the  condition  of  the  cattle  in  the  milking  herds. 

892  inspections  and  re-inspection  ha\’e  been  made  in  connec- 
tion herewith. 

As  far  as  practicable  the  persons  responsible  are  met  on  the 
premises  and  the  methods  of  milking,  and  cleanliness  and  structural 
alterations  are  discussed  with,  generally,  good  results. 

The  difficulty  in  structural  matters  where  the  cowkeeper  is 
not  the  owner  is  a constant  trouble. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  Milk  Depots  in 
the  district. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

The  total  number  of  private  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  area  is 
22 — Registered,  16,  and  Licensed,  6.  There  are  no  Public  Slaughter 
Houses.  684  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  made,  and 
as  far  as  practicable  in  a rural  area,  these  inspections  have  been 
made  at,  or  immediately  after,  the  time  of  slaughter, 

24  informal  notices  were  served  for  cleansing,  etc.  of  Slaughter 
Houses. 

NOTICES  UNDER  SECTION  8,  MEAT  REGULATIONS. 

No  official  has  been  appointed  to  receive  these  notices,  but 
such  notices  are  generally  sent  to  me,  and  many  have  been  received 
during  the  year. 

NOTICES  UNDER  SECTION  9,  MEAT  REGULATIONS. 

No  notices  under  this  section  were  received  during  the  year. 

MEAT  CONDEMNED. 

One  whole  carcase,  five  whole  sets  of  internal  organs,  and  three 
heads  were  condemned  during  the  year.  Where  the  whole  carcase 
was  condemned  the  internal  organs,  etc.  were  included. 

STALLS,  SHOPS,  ETC. 

There  are  76  shops,  etc.  in  the  area  from  which  meat  as  defined 
in  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  is  sold.  These 
premises  have  been  frequently  inspected  during  the  year  and  have 
been  fairly  well  kept,  but  there  is  room  for  improvements. 
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The  Bakehouses  have  received  attention  and  8 notices  re 
cleansing,  etc.  were  sent  during  the  year.  The  notices  were  com- 
plied with  in  live  cases  and  three  are  near  completion.  The  butter 
factory  at  Hallatrow  and  other  premises  v^here  food  is  prepared  have 
been  inspected. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

PROCEDURE. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  a notification  the  house  is  visited 
and  efforts  made  to  trace  the  origin  of  infection. 

The  patient  is  isolated  so  far  as  possible  in  the  home.  Instruc- 
tions given  respecting  isolation  and  disinfection  and  the  house  is 
visited  during  convalescence,  and  disinfectants  are  distributed 
freely  and  printed  instructions  left  at  the  house. 

The  premises  are  inspected  as  regards  their  General  Sanitary 
Condition,  and  any  delects  found,  noted,  and  dealt  with  in  due 
course. 

When  advisable  the  bedding,  etc.  is  destroyed.  At  the  ter- 
mination of  the  case  the  infected  rooms  are  sprayed  and/or  fumi- 
gated. 

182  visits  and  revisits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  infectious  diseases. 

98  rooms  in  46  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year  and 
four  shelters  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  Phthisis. 

The  number  and  nature  of  notifications  received  are  as  follows  : 


Disease.  Number. 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lo 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Ophthalmia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  q 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Tuberculosis  (Non  Pulmonary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 9 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  q 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 
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No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  and  no  compensation  paid. 

WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  103  workshops  on  the  Register  (exclusive  of  Bake- 
houses), and  consist  of  the  following  : — Blacksmiths,  17  ; Builders, 
28  ; Dressmakers,  etc.,  17  ; Shoemakers,  15  ; Miscellaneous,  21. 
Inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  made  from  time  to  time. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  number  of  Bakehouses  in  the  area  is  21.  There  are  no 
underground  bakehouses.  These  premises  are  kept  limewashed 
as  required  by  the  Acts  and  three  informal  notices  were  served 
during  the  year. 

OUTWORKERS. 

No  list  of  outworkers  was  received  during  the  year  1925. 

FACTORIES. 

Any  default  in  connection  with  these  premises  which  can  be 
dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  is  referred  to  the  Local 
Authority  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  Five  informal  notices 
were  served  for  Sanitary  defects. 

COMPLAINTS. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was  14. 
Each  complaint  was  investigated  and  where  justified  steps  were 
taken  to  remove  the  cause  of  complaint. 
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SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  number  of  new  buildings  for  which  plans  v/ere  approved 
during  the  year  was  55,  of  these  29  were  for  new  dwelling  houses. 

The  following  shows  where  these  buildings  were  proposed  to  be 


erected. 


erecreu. 

Dwelling- 

Miscel- 

Parish. 

Houses. 

Additions. 

laneous. 

Cameley  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Chelwood  ... 

0 

1 

0 

Chew  Magna 

7 

U 

1 

Chilcompton 

0 

1 

0 

Glutton 

1 

1 

2 

Compton  Martin  ... 

4 

0 

0 

Farmborough 

0 

1 

0 

Farrington  Gurney 

1 

1 

1 

High  Littleton 

1 

1 

3 

Nempnett 

0 

1 

1 

Norton  Malreward 

2 

0 

0 

Paulton 

2 

0 

9 

Publow 

3 

0 

0 

Stanton  Drew 

3 

2 

1 

Stowey 

0 

0 

1 

Timsbury  ... 

2 

1 

2 

Ubley  

1 

0 

0 

West  Harptree  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Total 

29 

11 

15 

Of  the  above  dwelling  houses  10  were  approved  for 

a subsidy 

under  the  Housing, 

etc..  Act,  1923  ; 

the  amount  of  such  subsidy 

being  £76  18s.  6d. 

per  house.  No  new  houses  are  being  built  by 

private  enterprise  under  the  Housing,  etc.,  Act,  1924. 

39  of  these  erections 

are  completed  and  16  are  in 

course  of 

erection. 
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The  subsidized  houses  require  extra  attention  and  inspection 
to  see  that  the  Council’s  and  Ministry’s  requirements  are  being 
carried  out.  302  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  progress 
of  the  various  works. 

Several  breaches  of  the  Building  Bye-Laws  were  reported  to 
the  Council  during  the  year.  In  some  instances  the  defaulting 
parties  appeared  before  the  Council  and  were  cautioned.  No  legal 
proceedings  were  taken. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  prepare  a scheme  for 
the  erection  of  108  houses  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 
Act,  1924,  in  the  following  parishes  : 

Chew  Magna,  12  ; Clutton,  12  ; East  Harptree,  8 ; Farrington 
Gurney,  10  ; High  Littleton,  8 ; Paulton,  22 ; Publow,  10 ; 
Stanton  Drew,  10  ; and  Timsbury,  16.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
Contracts  were  signed  and  building  operations  commenced  at 
Paulton  and  Farrington  Gurney.  No  houses  were  completed 
during  the  year. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  1 was  appointed 
Architect  to  the  Council  and  an  Assistant  Inspector  was  appointed 
to  help  in  the  Sanitary  work,  and  commenced  duties  on  October  1st 
last. 

HOUSING,  ETC.  ACT,  1919. 

The  72  houses  erected  by  the  Council  under  this  Act  have  been 
well  kept  and  1 am  again  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  year 
ended  without  any  arrears  of  rent. 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewers  throughout  the  district  have  received  attention  as 
and  when  required.  The  sewers  generally  are  old  and  many  are 
old  stone  drains  which  are  unsuitable  for  conveying  sewage.  Ihe 
best  has  been  done  under  difficult  conditions. 

No  new  sewers  or  ’sewage  disposal  works  have  been  provided 
during  the  year. 

The  scheme  for  sewering  part  of  the  parish  of  Timsbury  and 
doing  away  with  the  old  slocker  mentioned  in  my  last  Annual 
Report,  unfortunately  did  not  mature,  and  the  old  slocker  or 
sewage  tank  is  still  in  the  highway  and  most  unsatisfactory. 
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There  has  been  considerable  difficulty  in  connection  with  the 
disposal  of  sewage  from  the  proposed  joint  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Paulton  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  matter  is  still  unsettled. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

There  are  66  licensees  on  the  register  with  82  licenses,  of  these 
45  are  for  storing  petroleum  and  37  for  storing  carbide  of  calcium. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  HAWKER, 

M.I.  Mun.  & Cy.  Engineers  ; 

C.R.  San.  Inst,  ; M.S.I.A.  ; 

Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspector  ; 
Sanitary  Surveyoi  and  Inspector. 
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